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When it comes to the Word of God, earthly, fleshy wisdom is of no value.  Understanding the Bible, and seeing precious truths is a result of depending upon the Holy Spirit through our spirits.

To begin this lesson we must turn to I Peter 3:24 “Who his own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree.”

How precious is the Holy Spirit’s use of the tree for the cross in this passage.  The cross was a tree and the tree was the cross.  A realization of this can enlighten and open our hearts to many precious passages of scripture.

Please turn with me to Exodus 15:22-25 “So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah.  And the people murmured against Moses, saying what shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the water, the waters were made sweet; there he made for them a statue and an ordinance, and there he proved them.”


What a marvelous revelation of truth concerning the cross way back in the Old Testament scriptures.  I expect at that time no one saw the significance of this passage as it relates to the New Testament cross, but it was most certainly there, and is now wonderfully seen.  The Israelites upon leaving the Egyptian bondage quickly learn that life is tough outside of Egypt as well. Egypt wonderfully reminds us of our bondage to Satan and sin before our coming to Christ, and as they had to pass thru the Red Sea so we have to pass thru the shed blood of Christ.  Then like the Israelites we are out of bondage, but life is not immediately without trials and problems, so just as the Israelites experienced bitter water for drinking so we experience the bitterness of life.

As they experienced the bitterness of water so we experience the bitterness of life, yes, we are no longer in bondage to Satan and to sin, but life still is not perfect and there are times of bitterness that we each will have to deal with.  They complained and murmured and often we do the same, questioning God, and the value of the Christian life.  They blame their spiritual leader, the very one who was responsible for bringing them out of bondage, perhaps they decided this Christian life was just not everything they thought it was. Moses the spiritual leader knows what to do, he goes to the Father in prayer.  Are you having bitterness in your life today?  You too, can come to the Lord in prayer, you to can find sweetness in the midst of bitterness.  God showed to Moses a tree, some translations may say a stick but it can just as accurately be referred to as a tree, and when Moses places the tree in the bitter waters they become sweet.  What a powerful message, for it is always the work of the cross that brings sweetness into our lives, even in the midst of bitterness. Has the Lord showed you His tree by the working of His Spirit?  If He has, then you and I have found sweetness to life that we never knew before, a sweetness that can always be with us, even in the midst of a bitter experience.


Now please turn with me to Genesis chapter 18 where again we see the spiritual significance of the cross.  Please note that what takes place here, takes place under a tree, a tree that can wonderfully remind us of all that we enjoy as the result of the work of Christ’s cross.


V.1 “And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre; and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day.”

Abraham is sitting in the door of his tent in the heat of the day and is visited by the Lord in three persons, perhaps implying the full trinity, something that is beyond our comprehension.  At any rate we see he is there in the heat of the day, so that we see Abraham, like us, was in need of a visit with the Lord, for life is sometimes very difficult and in the midst of the heat of life you and I also need a blessed time of fellowship with the Lord. The cross is for you and I, God’s shade tree for the heat of life, so let us be careful to run to it for cover and for protection.

Abraham was excited about this visit for we see that he ran to them and that he bowed himself before them requesting that they stay and fellowship with him.

So much is seen by Abraham’s attitude in this passage that it shows how we should all be when it comes to fellowshipping with the Lord. In verse six we note that he hastened into the tent and asked Sarah to quickly prepare three measures of fine meal, and then he ran unto the herd to fetch a calf to be prepared for a meal therefore his enthusiasm to meet and fellowship with the Lord was great, and shows to us all how we should be in seeking fellowship with our Father.


V.4 “And let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.”

The first thing we see under the tree is the presence of water and we therefore learn quickly that where the cross is implied there is also the implication of cleansing.  Water is for washing, and washing always takes place at the foot of the cross. It is the shed blood of Christ thru the work of the cross that brings about our washing from our sins.  Water is refreshing to those who have been in the heat of the day, for those who have been walking in the hot desert sands. Water cools, refreshes and restores a person and here it most certainly reminds of the work of the cross that cools, refreshes and restores our spirits from the heat of life and sin. Water not only washes away the accumulated dirt from sin and from the collection of this world, but water also is able to quench our thirst from the dryness that comes into our lives. Are you in need of a washing?  Are you in need of coolness? Of refreshment and cleansing? Are you in need of having that inward thirst quenched?  Then you also can come to the work of the cross and find your needs met by the work of the cross, under the tree.



Note also that Abraham implied that under this tree they could find rest?  “Come unto me all ye that are heavy burden, I will give you rest.” What a restless world it is; how many there are who push and push and run and run, never finding inward rest in their hearts.  There is only one place that we can receive the rest we need and that rest is always found at the cross, under the tree that the Father has provided. I think it is important that for every Christian the starting place for his Christian life be the place of rest, for so many are so busy exhausting themselves in the ministry without taking time to enjoy the rest that is provided under the tree. We must first learn to rest in Him, under the tree before we are able to serve.


Notice also that according to verse 5 we see the bread, and we also see comfort.  Bread is for satisfaction, it provides nourishment that we all need and enjoy.  Christ told us that He was the Bread of Life, and we therefore thru the work of the cross are able to feed upon Him.  He alone is the true bread and by the work of His cross we are able to find nourishment, strength and satisfaction.

It is in this verse that we also see we can obtain comfort, or as it also might be interpreted refreshment.  How blessed is this for it is always under the cross that you and I are able to find the comfort and refreshment that we need to endure the heat of life.


Also we should note that butter and milk were also enjoyed, both which are rich in nourishment and vitality.  What is richer than butter, and what is more nourishing to the young child then milk?  There is no greater place in the entire world for nourishment, richness, strength and growth than that which comes thru the work of the cross.


Finally we see that a calf was prepared, that a sacrifice had to be made, and therefore a wonderful picture of the value of the cross and of the sacrifice of Christ Himself is seen.  As the passage leaves off we see them under the tree eating together for it is only under the tree, the eternal cross that you and I are able to find closeness, communication and fellowship with our Father thru the work of His Son.  What a blessed New Testament message wonderfully tucked away in the Old Testament for those who have eyes to see.

How blessed is our Father and how rich is His Word that He gives His message of the cross throughout His Word.  Bless your Holy name.

