“Thyatira a continual sacrifice”
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When we come to this church in our study, it is a more difficult church age to comprehend.  Each of us should give some serious time to study this church then what we will herein present.  We seem to be looking at a time period of around 600 A.D. during the dark ages. Dr. Ironside expresses that the word Thyatira can imply “sacrifice” a “continual sacrifice.”  This becomes very significant when we realize what church is here implied.  The Bible teaches that Christ has died, been buried, resurrected and now sits upon the throne.  Even, He upon the cross, cried out:  “It is finished.”  There is no need for a continual, on going sacrifice for the sacrifice is completed, once and for all. This church however felt that more was needed, that works, ceremonies, rituals and a continual sacrifice was needed.

Every solid conservative Bible scholar I have read believes that Thyatira speaks of the Roman Catholic church, and the implied “continual sacrifice” points to their insistence that when the priest performs the mass he lifts up Christ as if he is once again lifting up Christ upon the cross, and that the wine at that moment becomes His blood, and the bread at that moment becomes His body; statements and beliefs that are totally false and unbiblical.

J.A. Seiss in his book on Revelation implied that the word speaks of feminine oppression. Thus implying the serious problem the Roman Catholic Church had in exalting Mary and allowing the spirit of Jezebel to come into this church. This church has not come to the place where it rests in the completeness of the shed blood of Christ and therefore never has confidence in Him.


Based upon what I have studied concerning the Pergamos ministry and how it was laying a foundation for the Roman Catholic Church I cannot help but believe, she surely is implied.  As we study this church we will point out how it relates to Roman Catholicism, but will also point out how when any ministry becomes off center, how when it allows men, doctrine, or the church to control it, rather than Christ, it too may be included, no matter what name it carries.


Please note how the Lord comes to this church, for He comes as: “who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass.”  To this Church, Christ comes as one who has seeing eyes, and moving feet.  His eyes are able to penetrate like hot coals of fire, implying His ability to see it the way it truly is within this ministry. No matter how it might appear on the outside these eyes can penetrate and see the way things really are.  These feet are feet of brass and brass in scripture always refers to judgment.  So to this Church He comes as one who sees and one who will judge.


As in every Church age, Christ knows their works; and no matter what condition any church or any age is in, there are always works that Christ observes.  Nothing in His Church escapes His notice, for He sees all.
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At first glance it is obvious that this church age is a sincere working church.  Twice its works are mentioned.  In fact its works are now more than they were.  Therefore, this church actually increases its work for God through out its existence.

This Church was and is a working Church, and though the Roman Catholic Church is spoken of here, we need to realize that over the years she has done many good works, that there are many priests and nuns that have given their time, health and lives to care for the needs of others.  They have built hospitals, and care centers that have ministered to the needs of people all over the world.  Yes, they have never been short on works, and it appears that the way this is written that in their latter years they will even have more works then in the former.  They have love and a love that manifests itself in service in a compassionate outreach to the needy, for the word implies a special caring benefit toward the needy, and who could doubt the work of the Catholic Church in this area. The word patience also reminds us of their endurance and continuing on in difficult circumstances.

V. 20 “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.”


I have a rather intense study on the subject of the “Jezebelian spirit” which I will not present at this time, but an in depth study of Jezebel is very important to fully understand this church age.

Her Old Testament deeds are seen in I Kings 16 through II Kings 9.  She was the wife of Ahab who seduced the people of God into worshipping idols, into turning to Baal rather than the true, living God.

She was a foreigner who never gave her heart to God but only gave her heart to fighting God.  The weak King Ahab married her and submitted to all the evil things she wanted to do.  When a weak man marries a strong woman there are always going to be problems, especially when the strong woman is against spiritual things.  The Jezebels can destroy the Ahab’s of our world and they will never grow deep in the Lord as long as they will not stand up to Jezebel. This of course can speak of a problem between a man and women, but when this controversy is between falseness and a ministry it can also devastate the Church. As Jezebel can destroy a Christian man, so the spirit of Jezebel can destroy a Church ministry.

If she is given authority and the right to teach as she was in this ministry there will be a corruption of the Church. This Church has allowed the spirit of Jezebel to be tolerated and accepted, it has given her opportunity to teach, to seduce, to confuse and corrupt this Church. The word “sufferest” here means to permit, or to leave alone; therefore this Church simply gave this spirit the opportunity to corrupt. Jezebel has brought the Church and false religion together for that is what is meant by her seducing, deceiving, committing fornication and eating things offered unto idols. This Church ministry seems to imply a Church ministry that is tolerant, that has a tolerance for things that it should not; does that not speak of many of the Churches in America today. Though Ephesus was pure, by the time we reach Thyatira she is completely corrupted. Though the foundation was laid in Pergamos it is now totally complete.

The false teaching of Balaam that brought in a mixing, and the false teaching of Nicolaitans that separated the clergy from the laymen has now separated the priests, the holy fathers from the people.


Why is Jezebel the accepted person in this Church age?  Because she introduces foreign gods and so can represent the Roman Catholic Church. She worked to bring Israel into idolatry and what Church today represents idolatry better than the Catholic Church with all its altars, statues, crosses, pictures, candles, decorations, and ceremonialism? Attend a Catholic Church and you will find that it resembles more of a false idolatrous cult then it does a gathering of the Lord’s children around His Word. The kissing of crosses, the exalting of pictures, and statues, certainly are an abomination unto the Lord.

Jezebel hated God’s prophets and worked to kill any prophet who gave forth the true Word of God.  She financially provided for 850 of her own false prophets for her own false religion.  Today, the Catholic Church still has a hatred for the true Word of God, and imply that no one but a priest has the knowledge, the right, or the authority to give forth the message of the gospel and the message they give is from the church and not from the Word.  They discourage all Catholics from going to a protestant Church where they might hear the true gospel, receiving light and turning from the falseness of Roman Catholicism. They have replaced the Word of God with the Word of the Church and it is causing thousands to be lost when they think they are saved. Jezebel considers herself a prophetess, a teacher and spokesman, and so does the Catholic Church but their message is a false message from which we need to turn away. The Catholic church is full of people who have no hope of forgiveness, nor salvation, people who are starving because they are not given the Word of God and so many, who though they call themselves Catholics and believe they are saved because they have been baptized, hardly ever even go to Church. Gaebelein in his Annotated Bible says” “That the Roman Catholic apostasy has put a woman in the place of the Son of God.” The Catholic Church speaks of Christ as the son of Mary, rather than the Son of God, and this is the Jezebelian spirit that has corrupted this ministry.  Mary has received the place of Christ and because of it the whole Church has been corrupted and its members have been deceived. What genuine child of God can accept or repeat the phrase:  “Holy Mary, Mother of God?” The sad part is that contained within this ministry are also thousands who have accepted its message and will not come out of her but have been totally convinced and totally deceived into believing that this Church only, is the true Church.


In this Church what takes place is a terrible separation between the clergy and the basic child of God.  Only the priest knows, only the church knows, you do not, and you must listen to us and we must be in control over you. We must realize that in this ministry, it is about control, this Church desires the control over the people, for in this way they are given the power and the wealth. Wherever, there is a church that depends upon a certain few to dictate to the whole you have the potential for problems, and may I say that this problem is in many a protestant church.  We have gone from the Church of Ephesus that tested the men to the Church in Thyatira where you no longer have the right to test or question the leaders. One of the wonderful things we have today is the simple fact, that Christ and Christ alone is the head of the Church, He and He alone has the right to lead, and direct, not men, not a board, not a pastor.  Sure, elders have their place but within the Body, when we are led by Christ there is complete harmony concerning the will and direction of Christ, and through His Spirit He directs us.  Christ alone is our light, our forgiveness, and our salvation.  Our ministry is a ministry of Christ; not love, not doctrine, not programs, only Christ. What do you think happens when the men who are in control are wrong, when they are not listening or submitting to the leading of the Spirit?  I can tell you it will destroy the Church and its ministry.

Though this Church age implies Roman Catholicism, any Church that becomes off center is a Church that produces children who are off center.  

V.21 “And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.”  This Church age seems to be a Church age that will be around for many years, a Church Age that God has given time enough to repent, but it will not repent and therefore is a Church that will have to be dealt with.

V.22 “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.”  This Church is a church that will experience being on a sick bed, a weakened miserable church that does not feel good and is unable to bear spiritual fruit.  It should be pointed out that no matter what our belief concerning the rapture: when it comes and who might be taken, it is pointed out that this Church will go through great tribulation and so it is believed by most Bible scholars that this church will be in the last three and a half years of tribulation, that this ministry will be trying to continue its falseness and corruptness of ministry. It is this Church that the solid Bible scholars believe will be the Church that grows into the Babylonian Harlot that will one day be dealt with by God Himself.

If however, they would repent, they could escape, but it seems that there attitude of heart has already been shown, and they will not repent.

V.23 “And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.”

Sounds terrible to us, does it not?  This Church is producing children and these children will be killed, but as I have studied I have come to the conclusion that this is speaking of the second death, and how these children will experience spiritual death and not enter into the Heavenly Kingdom.  Every one shall know that He is able to search the minds and hearts of us all and reward us according to our works, be they good or bad.

V.24 “But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.”

Thank God that even in this corrupted ministry there are people who are not corrupted, people who do not accept its false doctrine and who do not know the depths of Satan.  It is important to notice that this Church ministry of falseness is considered so bad that it is spoken of as the depths of Satan.  In 2: 13 we saw that Pergamos dwelled where Satan’s throne is, but now however, we see that Thyatira literally has a doctrine that is spoken of as the depths of Satan. Certainly, if we dwell where Satan is, we certainly will soon accept the falseness of Satan’s message.

Please note that this ministry is so full of corruptness that the Lord says I will place no other burden upon you, but that which ye have already: Just hold on to, cling to what you have until I come. Just hold on, just be an over comer, one who has victory over the corruptness that is being given to you.
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