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Every believer needs to understand these basic truths that we will be presenting in these lessons.  I must warn you, there will be points in these lessons that will prick our hearts and that will be painful as to where we are spiritually in regard to this world.

There are two realms that we need to understand and deal with in our daily lives:  One is the Everlasting Kingdom of God and the other is the Temporary world of Satan.  We are a part of one or the other, and though many believers seem to be a part of both of them, it is not Biblical.  The idea of the world is very important for we must realize that the world system that is being built and controlled by Satan is contrary to everything God is building.

Galatians 1:4 makes it clear what God has done for us through Jesus Christ, and that is that we have been delivered from this present evil world. Salvation is about deliverance, deliverance from a world that God considers evil. 

You and I came into this world through Adam and now we can only get out of this world through Christ.  We were born the first time into the world, and by being born a second time through Christ we are born into the Kingdom.  This is a foundational truth that we must understand and rest in.

When it comes to the world the Bible expresses it in three ways:

1. The Earth.   Genesis 1:1; Romans 1:19-20

2. The Inhabitants.  John 3:16

3. The System. That which is controlled, directed and being built by Satan.

If there is any basic truth that we need to grasp when we first become a believer it is the truth of what we see in the Gospel John.

John 15:16-19

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.  These things I command you, that ye love one another.  If the world hates you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world, would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.”

First note that He has chosen us, we did not choose Him.  He chose us and when He did He chose us out of the world.  Therefore, initially we need to grasp that being born again is God’s way of bringing us out of the world.  So why are so many believers trying to remain in the world?

John 17:9 is very interesting but often ignored for here Christ makes it clear that He does not pray for the world, but for them which the Father has given Him.  In verse eleven He makes it clear that He is no longer in the world, even though we as believers are. We are in the world but as these verses make clear we are not of the world.  To be a believer and to remain a part of this world is not Biblical, and in fact an individual who desires to attach himself to this world has a salvation that is questionable.

As we begin this first lesson let us carefully search the Word to obtain a grasp of just how the Word itself makes clear that Satan is the one who is in control of this world and its system.

John 12:31  “The prince of this world”

John 14:30  “The prince of this world”

John 16:11  “The prince of this world”

Ephesians 2:1-2 “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that worketh in the children of disobedience.”

Here again the verse focuses on the believer and how there was a time before we became a believer when we walked according to the course of the world.  So there was a time when we were a part of the world and did as the world did, but now we have been chosen and taken out of the World.  Here also again, we see the prince of the power of the air as the one who was in control and directing the walk of people in this world.  This prince is also the world ruler and clearly expresses that this world and everyone in it is directed and controlled by a ruler and that ruler is Satan himself.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost. In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

So here again we find that in this verse the Holy Spirit speaks of a god of this world, a god who has worked to blind the minds of men so that they should not see the shinning light of Christ. So as there is a God in Heaven who is building an eternal Kingdom so there is a god of this world who is working to build his own temporary world that opposes God.

Let us now turn to Matthew 4:8-9 where we see Satan tempting our Savior.  “Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, all these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

Satan, since he was the glorious angel Lucifer has desired to be worshipped, not just by man but even if it were possible by Christ himself.  Here he tempts or tests Christ by revealing to Him all the kingdoms of the world throughout time and how if He will worship him he will give them to Him.  My purpose in sharing this is to reveal to you that there is an authority that God has allowed Satan to have over the kingdoms of this world.  Turn with me to Luke 4:6 “And the devil said unto him, all this power will I give thee and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give it.” (John 18:36 should be noted as well).

Now, though we may not understand this, it is written in the Word.

Was Satan lying?  We know that he never would have given these worldly kingdoms to Christ, even if Christ had worshipped him, and we also know that Biblically all worldly kingdoms are owned by Christ any way.  Turn with me to Revelation 11:15 “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.”

Therefore, ultimately all kingdoms of the world through out the Ages will be under Christ and will be the kingdoms of our Lord.

I think based upon what the scripture teaches concerning Satan being the prince of this world and the fact that this verse implies one day all kingdoms will be of our Lord, there is pretty biblical confirmation that Satan has had and does have a control in this world.

The best thing that all people in this world can do is to get out of this world and into the kingdom, for this world is not only controlled by the Enemy but also is a world that is passing away, while coming into the kingdom is a realm that will last throughout eternity.

I John 2:15-17  “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”

See why we must not love the world, see why we must come out of the world system, for the world system is of the enemy and the world is passing away and we as believers must place all our emphasis not on the world but on the eternal kingdom.
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