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The Burden of the Lord means much more than is easy for us to comprehend. If there is any thing we need to touch when we gather together for fellowship it is the burden of the Lord. Life today is very busy and so demanding upon us all, therefore when we gather together we can waste no time, we need to connect to the burden of the Lord.


Mid-week services where we study a book of the Bible, or a Sunday school class where we go thru a spiritual book or Bible study are very important and give to us growth and understanding that we need. But getting together and receiving the burden of the Lord is the best.


What do I mean by this phrase the burden of the Lord? What does the burden of the Lord mean?  To be honest, it has taken years for me to understand what the burden of the Lord is, and yet I realize I do not yet understand all that it is.   Basically speaking the burden of the Lord is the message of the Lord for a particular person who is having a particular problem at a particular time.  To possess the burden of the Lord is to possess the message that the Lord desires to give at a particular time in a particular place thus obtaining the burden of the Lord is being so in tune with Him that we know what He desires to give to His children so that they will be refreshed, encouraged, and directed according to His desire.  The wonderful thing about receiving the burden of the Lord is that we receive a living touch from Him that enriches our lives.  We receive light that deals with our confusion and darkness while we receive just what we need to assist with our needs as well as our spiritual growth.  The burden of the Lord is what gives to us revelation and revelation always brings light, life, refreshment, restoration and a sense of His presence.  Receiving the burden of the Lord enriches us like nothing else, for it is more than some message that some man has put together but rather is a man who by God’s grace has discerned God’s desired message for God’s people. When we receive the burden of the Lord we always know it, for our hearts are touched and we come away being amazed at how the message that was given was right where we were at.


We are desperate for the burden of the Lord today; messages we have plenty of, sermons we are full of, intellectual understanding and Bible knowledge we have, but O! God give to us your burden?  Give to us men who will listen to your voice and hear your message and give to us only what is from you.  Sheep ought to pray for shepherds that they will be sensitive to this need and shepherds ought to ask the Lord to give them His message.


In Jeremiah 23:33 we see this phrase:  “What is the burden of the Lord?” a phrase in the modern translations that simply says: “What is the oracle of the Lord?”  In other words what it the message of the Lord?

You need to realize that in this latter part of Jeremiah 23 God is upset with those who talk about the burden or message of the Lord. He is upset because there are people saying I am giving the burden of the Lord when they are not.  We must be careful when it comes to expressing that we are giving the message of God when we are not for this is very upsetting to Him.  I wonder how big of a problem this is today?  How many are saying I am giving you the message of God, when they are not?  This is most serious, and something all ministers must be on their guard for.


Notice what the Lord says in these verses:  “I will forsake you,” “I will punish you,” in verse 34, and “the oracle of the Lord you shall mention no more. For every man’s word will be his oracle, for you have perverted the words of the living God, v.36.  In verse 38 we read: “But since you say, the oracle of the Lord, therefore thus says the Lord; because you say this word, the oracle of the Lord and I have sent to you, saying, do not say, the oracle of the Lord therefore behold, I even I will utterly forget you and forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers.”


You see, these men were simply expressing to everyone that they had the message of the Lord when they did not and so the Lord was telling them to stop saying they were giving His message for if they did not He would utterly forget them.  I wonder if this is not just as real a message from the Lord today as it was when Jeremiah wrote it.  Yes, there are plenty of sermons out there, but if we express they are from the Lord when they are not this is not good in the eyes of God.  How careful we must be, how careful every shepherd must be to never express this is the burden of the Lord if he is not certain it is. May this humble us all and cause us to fall before Him in prayer.


There is not much genuine ministry of the Word here in Jeremiah’s times, for in verse 18 we read: “For who has stood in the counsel of the Lord, and has perceived and heard His word?  Who has marked His word and heard it?”

There just is not the burden of the Lord being given because no one is taking time to stand before Him for His counsel; no one is hearing His Word.

v.21 “I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran, I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they would have turned them from their evil way and from the evil of their doings.”

Here is one of the problems with these men; God simply has not sent them, they were not spoken too by God, they had not stood and received His counsel and yet they ran with a message.  We must be careful, we must realize that unless we are given a message from the Lord we have no message to give. If we have no message from the burden of the Lord we will never enrich the minds and hearts of His children, and we will never keep them from straying.

v.25 “I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed!”” We do not need messages that come from the dreams of men, messages that are lies because they express that they are from God.

v.26”How long will this be in the heart of the prophets  who prophesy lies? Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart who try to make my people forget my name by their dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot my name for Baal.”

Obviously, there were some serious problems in this day and age; problems that we would like to think do not exist today. These prophets are said to be preaching lies of deceit from their own hearts because what they give only causes the people to forget God.  Imagine a ministry that actually pulls people away from the Lord instead toward the Lord?

v.30 “Therefore behold, I am against the prophets, says the Lord, who steal my words every one from his neighbor.” You see if you do not get your message from the Lord you will have to get it from somewhere.  So these men get their messages not only from their dreams but also from others.  They steal their messages because they are never receiving something new and fresh that touches their hearts nor gives out life.

v.31 “Behold, I am against the prophets, says the Lord, who use their tongues and say, He says..”  What could be worse than trying to have a ministry of preaching the Word when God is against you?  We must be careful to obtain our messages from prayer and never express that what we have is His message unless we know for certain that it truly is.

v.32 “Behold I am against those who prophesy false dreams and cause my people to err by their lies and by their recklessness, yet I did not send them or command them.”

God remains against them for their false dreams that cause people to err and for their lies and recklessness, and again He reminds us that He did not send them.

God wants everyone to be careful to note that there are those who preach messages that are not His message, messages that come from men’s minds, dreams and deceit. As they do this they try and say that these messages are from God and that we should listen to them.


If these things were happening in Jeremiah’s day and it was important to be on our guard for them, what do you think might be the condition of today?

As we have learned in this 23rd Chapter of Jeremiah we must be careful to look for the Lord’s message, the message that is the result of the burden of the Lord.

This message does not come from education, or knowledge or talent or eloquence; it only comes through being on our knees in prayer.  Those of us who minister must be very careful and those who listen to those who minister must be very careful.  Let us all humble our selves before Him to quietly listen for what He has for us.
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