“Swallowed by Life”
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Often when it comes to receiving a message from the Lord He will lay a particular word or phrase upon my heart that I carry for awhile.  Then, I will get into the Word to learn what I can concerning the word that He has given to me.  It is for me a very precious thing, it is I believe the way the Lord works with me and gives to me the message He desires.

The word that has been on my heart for several weeks has been the word swallowed.  There are so many who are being swallowed by life today, swallowed by sin, swallowed by the enemy, swallowed by stress of finances, health, loved ones and so on. Our world is full of individuals, non-believers and believers who are swallowed by wrong directions, wrong decisions that they have made because they did not know or did not care how to allow the Lord to direct their lives.

When you look at how this word is used in scripture you learn that it is generally used to imply destruction, in other words those who are swallowed are those who are in the process of being destroyed, something that the enemy loves since he is the destroyer. To be swallowed is to be eaten up, eaten up by the enemy, by sin, by improper decisions, by life itself.  Therefore, we each must be careful to cling to the Lord with our hearts that we might walk with Him and be protected by Him as we carefully walk according to His direction and not our own.

Another part of this message is the discipline of God in a believer’s life. As I have looked at this word in scripture I have discovered that many are being swallowed as a means of God’s work in their lives, be it His judgment, or His discipline and it is this area that I want to present to you this morning.

When Korah and Dathan and Abiram rebelled against Moses in the wilderness we see that God dramatically allowed the earth to open up and swallow them, apparently taking them right into hell itself.

Often when Israel was not walking with God, God allowed them to be swallowed up by their enemies as a means of discipline.

So we can see that Biblically speaking non-believers and believers can experience being swallowed, a work that can come from the enemy as well as a work that can come from God.  I will admit that when it comes to life I would much rather be in the hands of God then in the hands of the enemy, for His swallowing will always be for my eternal benefit and not for my total destruction.

I never thought this message would take me to the book of Jonah but that is exactly where it has taken me, for when God allowed Jonah to be swallowed by a great fish, he revealed to us not only His discipline, but also His gracious protection and provision.

I will not here teach the book of Jonah as I might generally do, but will highlight it in order to express what the Lord has laid upon my heart.

Nineveh was founded by Nimrod and of course was a hated city by the Jewish population. Nineveh was Assyrian and were terrible warriors and there was no way that any Jew wanted them to receive the love, forgiveness and blessing of God.  Therefore, Jonah was being called upon by God to give a message that could cause them to turn around and be saved from judgment.  It is like us being asked to share the loving gospel and forgiveness of Christ with our neighbor that we just cannot stand, that perhaps has hurt us, and we therefore feel God should deal with them.

Chapter 1:3-4 makes it clear that Jonah would rather run from God’s will than do what God has asked. Many believers are just like Jonah when it comes to doing what God’s asks them to do.  We would pretty much just like to do what we want to do, or do what God likes when it fits into our plan. 

1. Jonah rose up but only to flee from God’s will, not to perform it.

2. He headed for Tarshish, which is pretty much, the opposite direction of Nineveh.

3. He went down to Joppa and it always wrong to go down when God desires for us to go up – for Jonah this is a downward path spiritually. Joppa implies beauty and I find it interesting that Jonah heads for a place that he considers beautiful. O how many of the Lord’s children head for what they believe is a beautiful place or situation when it only leads to devastation.

4. He found a ship and he paid the fare – for when we are running from God there is always a price to pay – it is always costly to run from God and His will for our lives.  Notice that he not only went down to Joppa but that he also went down into the ship so the whole downward pattern for his life is clearly seen.

5. But the Lord – When we belong to the Lord there is always His intervention in our lives – He sees, He knows and He moves and therefore He sends a great wind into the sea.  How often we have winds in our lives because we have ran away from God, going according to our will rather than His?

6. Then the mariners were afraid – Sad as it is, when I am not right with God it impacts the lives of others.  We may not realize it but it is so true.  What Jonah did not only affected him, but it affected all those who were with him.

7. While the non-believers were afraid our little Jonah is fast asleep.  Hard to believe is it not?  Running from God, a life that is turmoil, winds and waves all around him, but he doesn’t get it he is asleep because he is asleep spiritually and even the mariners call him O sleeper.

8. Jonah knows that he is the problem and so he says take me up and cast me forth into the sea.  Would he rather die than carry out the will of God? Is he depressed and that is why he is asleep? At any rate he is ready to accept the consequences of his life.

9. The mariners however, were good men and did not want to cast him over and so they rowed hard to bring the ship to land.

10.Finally, however they did take him and cast him out of the boat. Now this is important for now Jonah without bringing any harm to anyone is placed where God can deal with him.  For you and I there are times when the Lord just wants us alone where He can have total freedom to just deal with us.

11.Therefore, God prepares a fish to swallow up Jonah, and in that fish was he for three days.  This is not an easy experience but sometimes when a believer runs from God, God will have to firmly deal with him and place him in a place of anguish where God can bring him to an end of self so that he will totally reach of unto God. As the Lord’s children we must be careful we must be obedient to His will and calling for our lives, we must not move when He does not desire for us to move and we must not remain still when He has asked us to move.  If we are disobedient, if we are undiscerning concerning His will, believe dear one, that just like Jonah God may allow you to be swallowed.

