“Revelation and the seven churches”

J.W. Sims

These presentations that I will place on our site are not meant to be an extensive study, they are the notes I used to present these lessons to the Lord’s children in my ministry.  They can, perhaps however assist you in your study of these seven churches.

The book of Revelation is a revelation or unveiling from Jesus Christ Himself, and according to chapter 1 verse 3 there is a special blessing to those who read it, hear it and keep the things written therein.

V. 4 “John to the seven churches which are in Asia.”

Chapter 1 gives to us a marvelous view of Christ and His glory.

When it comes to the 7 churches of Revelation we need to realize that every church existed when John wrote – these churches were real churches.

Secondly, we need to realize that each church seems to represent a different time in History.  Thus Ephesus begins with the 1st century church and the last church; Laodicea is the last church age, the age we believe we presently live in today.

Thirdly, and what makes this study very practical for us, is that certainly each of these churches, no doubt exists in communities today with each of these characteristics.

Christ is the head of the church, always has been and always will be.  He holdeth the seven stars, and He walketh in the midst of the seven gold candlesticks.

The “stars” are “angels” or messengers.  Are they pastors?  Are they some spiritually Divine messenger in charge of a particular church? I think that it is very possible that there are spiritual beings in charge, who look after, assist and evaluate ministries in ways that we nothing of.

Candlesticks hold light and that is exactly what these churches are to do, that is what we are to do in this world, each church giving forth light in this dark world.

V.2 “I know” I perceive, I am well aware

Of your”  
Works  - labor, travail



Labor  - Toil, weariness



Patience  - Endurance, diligence

The first church was a working church.  This church was an enthusiastic church.  She appears to be everything a church should be.  She is full of excitement and missionary zeal.  She is considered to be the desirable church.

This church can easily become the burned out church, the church that drives its people into exhaustion.

Enthusiasm is good, but it must be led by and controlled by the Holy Spirit, or else man himself will take over and drive us into the ground.

“Canst not bear them which are evil.”

This church cannot endure evil men, this church tested them and proves whether or not they are apostles (sent ones) and found them liars.

The first church did not tolerate false men who gave a false message.

Again, they are commended in verse 3 for they have carried, they have endured and they have wearied and fatigued themselves without fainting.

Nevertheless:

“Thou hast left thy first love”

Most teachers are careful to point out that they did not lose their first love, but that they left their first love.  You do not lose your love of God, God does not take it away, but you can leave it.

My personal feelings about this church is that she was so energetic in working for the Lord, that she became more focused on the work then she did on her fellowship and therefore left her first love.  Something I believe every church and every individual can easily do. I believe that this is much more of a serious problem in America today then we realize.  We, when we allow ourselves to be driven by men, rather than led by the Holy Spirit will drive us into the ground.  Soon whether we realize it or not we will come to total spiritual burnout to where we throw up our hands and say: “It is enough, I can no longer be busy with work, I must learn to fellowship with Him, and be enriched by Him.”  When we come to this place I can only pray that these children will not remove themselves from fellowship with the Body, but will find themselves a small fellowship that will feed them and give them freedom to enjoy and grow in Christ.

Remember:

This church age, these type of churches need to take time to remember, to recollect where they once were.  A time of remembering is good for a church and it is good for an individual when it comes to spiritual things.

These folks have “fallen” So no matter what we might think or what they might think they are not as spiritually high as they once were.  The word used for fallen means to “drop away”, to have been “driven off course.”  How easy it is for any ministry and for any individual to have gotten off course over a period of time, therefore we need to remember.

Repent:

After we have remembered and discerned where we were and where we now are, we need to repent, we need to have regret and a willingness to change, and to get back on course.

Return:

It is one thing to repent but it is another to return, return and do the first works, implying that you would get back to the place from where you have fallen. Churches can come back to the place they once were, as well as individuals. It does however seem that in this day and age when churches get off course and when individuals get off course they never return.

Remove:

If you do not repent, and return to the place you once were, I will come and remove your candlestick out of his place.  Is this not sad?  Would this not be a tragedy? If we as a church have as our main purpose to give out light in this dark world have our candlestick removed, who will give the light?

Do you think, that there are churches today who though they seem to thrive, though they seem large and prosperous, they give not light, because they have no candlestick?  O, how sad, and yet how very real in our day and in our nation. If Churches today lose there light won’t it make this world just a little darker?

Finally, in verse 6 “But this thou hast, that thou hates the deed of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”

We will not here discuss all that these Nicolaitans might be, as there are a variety of opinions as to what and who they are.  The first thing I want to point out is that it is always important for the church to hate what the Lord hates. We may never understand everything that these Nicolaitans are but we know that God hates everything they are and He commends Ephesus for hating what He hates.  How this should cause serious concern in churches today, we have a spiritual responsibility to hate what God hates.  I think that today in America, that for the sake of growth we are willing to reach out too, and bring into the church the things that God hates, and because of this we are corrupting the church. I also want you to realize that in 2:15 Pergamos held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which God had already made clear He hated. Therefore, in a span of years the church had gone from hating what God hated to accept what God hated.  May God have mercy on all churches that remove themselves from hating what He hates to loving It, all for the purpose of growth and worldly acceptance?
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