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J.W. Sims


We live in a day and age when many people seem to be worn out.  They just do not seem to be what they use to be.  Their energy, vitality, and enthusiasm seem to be drained.  They do not look the way they use to look, and they do not act the way they use to act. Something has happened to bring damage to them physically and spiritually, something has happened to take away their joy as well as their desire to serve the Lord.  Our subject for this lesson could be a part of their problem, and the application of the truths herein can give genuine help.


The spiritual work of “restoring” is essential for the health and well being of the Lord’s children.  It is a work that needs to be done by the Lord, as well as through His children.  It is something we need to look to Him to do, and something that He sometimes accomplishes through us to the benefit of the “body.”


What does restoring mean?  What does it mean to restore?

1. To give back something.

2. To bring back to a former condition.

3. To bring back for the purpose of being used.

These definitions wonderfully give to us insight into this wonderful work, this spiritual work that is so needed today:

1. To restore means to give back something that was lost.  Initially this is exactly what the Lord has done for all who come unto Him; He restores to them all they have lost through sin. He restores to them a relationship with God the Father; Through His Son He restores to us all that He desired us to have.

2. To restore means to bring back to former condition.  By God’s salvation we have been brought back to the spiritual possibilities that we had with Him in the garden before we had become dominated by the flesh rather than the spirit.

3. To be restored means to be brought back so that we can be used.  Imagine if you will, the restoring of an old chair; you do not do it just to look at, but also so you can use it.  You want the chair to be usable, so you restore it.  This is an important work of God in our lives.  We cannot be used of Him until we have been restored through His Son Jesus Christ.  No restoration, no ability to serve.  The old sinful person is of no value, he must be made new again by being brought back to God and restored.

There are many who try to serve the Lord without ever being restored; the damage these folks do can be great, and the fruit they think they produce is in the eyes of God nothing.


As you can see these restorations just discussed are initial. They are what God has done for us who have received His Son.  There are other times when there seems to be other kinds of restoring, restorations that seem to be quite Biblical, restorations which children in the ”Body” can actually work with the Lord in bringing about.  In fact it would seem that there is a definite ministry of restoring which is needed in the Church today.  Perhaps one reason we have so many wounded and hurting people is because this work is not being promoted within the Church.


Let us now look at I Kings 13:6 where we read:


“And the king’s hand was restored to him and it became as it was before.”


Here is a clear verse that clarifies this work of restoring in the physical sense; after the King’s hand was restored it was like it had been before.  This is what we all need; we need to be like we were before, before the fall of man. We need to be like we were before the trials; problems, difficulties, ministries, responsibilities, burdens and loads of others wore us out. We need to be like we were before we allowed the stress of life to eat into our strength and destroy our interest in life.  We are not where we once were, and like the King’s hand we need restored.  We cannot do it ourselves and so we need the touch of the Lord, of His Word and of His children as they pray for us and reach out and touch us with their concern.  As Christians there will be times when we are in need of being restored and than there will be times when we can be used in restoring the lives of others.  This is one of the wonderful things about being part of a local “Body” that understands the ministry of love and of restoring others, for in this kind of Body can you can receive just what you need.


In Matthew 12:13 we read:  “Then he said to the man, stretch out your hand! And he stretched it out, and it was restored to normal, like the other.”

There is much here that could easily be missed if we moved to quickly, but how precious when we slow down and prayerfully take it in.

1. To begin, we see the Lord’s work of restoring.

2. Secondly, we see that the one who is restored had to reach out in faith to receive his restoration.

3. Thirdly, being restored was related to being normal.  Spiritually we are always in need of being normal, always in need of being restored, of being right where we need to be in a spiritual sense. Do we ever pause to realize that in the eyes of God to be restored is to be normal?

4. Fourthly, we see that it was like the other.  This may not seem very important at first glance, but it is important, in fact it teaches us an important spiritual truth: for when we are in need of restoration we are not like our brethren, we are wounded, weak, weary, worn, and of very little use. When we are in need of restoration we cannot be one with the Body like we should, we are hindered in our service as well as in our fellowship.

Jeremiah 30:17 reads: “I will restore you to health and I will heal you of wounds.”

Is not this a rich use of the word restore?  Here a promise is given to Jerusalem, a promise that is most certainly to all who would trust in Him; God says: “I will restore your health and I will heal your wounds.”  We live in a world of sickness and wounds. Not just a physical sickness, or a physical wound but a world that is full of hurting men and women, who are in need of the Lord’s restoring them to spiritual health and to the joy of life.  God is in the business of restoring; He is ready and able to restore all who will come unto Him.

Psalm 51:12 “Restore to me the joy of thy salvation”


Is not this a sad verse?  And yet how many of us on many occasion are in need of this prayer.  We can become so worn, so weary with the work of the Church that we lose our joy with the Lord, and we, like the Psalmist must call out unto the Lord asking for Him to restore, to bring us back to the place where we were, so that we can enjoy the joy we once knew.  O Dear friend, if you’ve lost the joy, stop running, stop all the restless working, stop it all and get alone with Him until He again restores unto you the joy of His presence.

Mark 8:25 “And he looked intently, and was restored and began to see clearly.”

The reader should take time to read the whole passage from which this verse is taken.  The man is of course blind, and within the passage we learn that in order for him to receive his full, clear sight it required a second touch from Christ.  Some restorations are more difficult than others, some are in greater darkness, or depression, some are harder, or in greater bondage.  Therefore, the work is more involved and requires a longer time, more prayer, more fasting, more counseling, and a more intense work of the Lord.  At any rate when the work is done we see that this restoration brought a return of this man’s sight.  How many there are who just cannot see today, they do not see the Word, they do not see the will of God, they do not even see the work of God, for spiritually they are blind. Remember also, when you look closely at this passage that this man had an in-between time, that is, a time when he could see, but he could not see clearly.  Many there are in this category today, they see, but they do not see clearly.  They sort of understand the Word, but not quite, they sort of see God’s work, but not quite. Yes, many there are who are in need of a restoration of sight, not so they will see, but so they will see clearly.

Galatians 6:1 “Brethren even if a man is caught in any trespass, you which are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.”

Any one who has known my ministry over the past twenty years knows that this sixth chapter of Galatians is one of my favorite passages.  The individual spoken of here was an individual who had been doing pretty well spiritually; He loved the Lord and was trying to live the proper life, but he slipped up and he sinned.  He did not want to sin, he did not intend to sin he just slipped like one might slip on ice.  This is a precious brother who is now hurting badly, and is out of fellowship with the Lord and his brothers.  What are we to do?

Well, of course, we are to restore him.  The word used here for restore is a precious one when we look at it in the original Greek language, for it means:

1. To repair

2. To set

3. To put back into joint

4. To Mend

The word used here, is a medical word and is used in a most precious way concerning an individual within the “Body” who might be in need of restoration.

We must repair him for he is like a broken arm.  How many there are within a ministry, or who are just outside a ministry who are broken and hurting and in need for us to love and to repair them? They are Christians, they have received the Lord, but they are broken and hurting and in need of repair.  The phrase: “to set” again implies brokenness, and just as an arm must be set, so these broken individuals must be set.  If not, for a lifetime they will go without the love and care of a loving group of Christians.  The word mend would also go along with repair, and set, for they all three involve lovingly assisting those who are broken and wounded.

Our final phrase that we will use is perhaps the most precious, “To put back into joint.”  It means just what it says; it’s the putting back into joint a limb that has come out of socket.  When a limb is out of joint it is of no use, the pain of it must be terrible, and it is out of touch with the whole “Body” and therefore unable to be involved in service.  What a wonderful description of the thousands of Christians who are simply no longer a part of a ministry.  They are hurting, and in great pain, they are out of joint with the Body and not able to produce fruit nor have any joy.  How the Lord loves these children, how He weeps and grieves for them that they would be restored back to the place where they belong.  All over the world are the broken and hurting children who are out of joint, but being ignored by the Church.  You see, we are larger and stronger than we think but we must restore all that the Lord has given to us.  How do we place them back into joint?

Certainly, the job requires skill; it requires the guidance of the Lord, for only He knows how to do the job.  We cannot rush it, and we certainly cannot do it without the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  The placing of people back into the Body where they belong requires much prayer and perfect timing as we lovingly, gently and carefully places them back where they belong.  Are you out of joint?  Do you know those who are out of joint?  Let us ask the Lord for direction that we might be restorers used of Him, and if we are out of joint let us yield to the Lord and to those He has given the ability to place us back into the Body.


Many in the Church need restored today for than will refreshment and vitality come into the Church.  Not fleshy enthusiasm but the genuine spiritual reality of the Holy Spirit through the spirits of God’s children.  When we are each restored the gathering together will be sweeter, richer and far more fruitful.
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