“On guard: for corruption”

Lesson III

J.W. Sims

 On line Warren Smith has given to us a sizeable article without charge entitled “Reinventing Jesus Christ” where he wonderfully clarifies all the things we should be on guard for concerning the changing and reinventing of the Christ we know and love to a false christ who is not a christ at all.  I recommend to everyone that they carefully read this article and pray for Warren as he gives light to us in a very dark world.

When we imply that we need to be on guard, we are expressing that we need to be on guard for the working of Satan in these last days. His time is short and he is now moving quickly to bring everything together for his last day one-world control by the antichrist.

Ephesians 6:10-12 is vital to us in these last days: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

First, please note that what we are dealing with in these last days is the wiles of the devil, meaning the trickery of the devil.  We must be aware of the tricks of the devil as he works to trick and deceive us away from Christ in any way that he can whether we are outside the church or within the church.  Secondly, we are wrestling with spiritual dimensions, against evil rulers and evil workers in a dark spiritual world, that is not simply here on earth but in high spiritual places. The question is?  Is the church wrestling or is it simply allowing the enemy free course to move and deceive, as he desires?

2 Corinthians 2:11 “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” Though the context of the passage is dealing with the importance of forgiveness within the body of Christ and how Satan can use the lack of forgiveness to bring damage it is this phrase that I want to dwell upon.  We are not, or at least we are not to be ignorant of the devices of Satan, the ways in which he might try to get a mental handle upon us. This is a difficult verse for me, and I am not sure all it implies but I know that in these last days I must be on guard for every mental procedure Satan might use against the church and me. If there is anything we do not want it is to give Satan an advantage in our lives or ministry, something I fear he is doing around the world.

Luke 11:35 is a very interesting verse in context of our lessons and should be carefully considered.  “Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.” Today, people are walking according to all kinds of light, light that they think is right, genuine and trustworthy.  This passage however, makes it very clear that we must be careful, because when we walk according to what we believe is light, but it is not, if it turns out to be darkness we are in serious trouble.  Therefore, every one of us must carefully evaluate the light within that we are following, Is it the light of Christ?

The book of Galatians is a wonderful book that is designed to keep us centered upon Christ.  Galatians makes it clear that when you have Christ you have all you need. There is no such message as “Christ plus something else” for to have Christ is to be complete.  This of course is exactly why Satan will always work to remove us from Christ, an issue that Paul in Galatians deals with.

Chapter 1:6-7 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel; Which is not another but there be some that trouble you and would pervert the gospel of Christ.”

What was happening in Galatians when Paul wrote to them is what is happening in the day that you and I live in. Infiltrators had come into the church to spy out the liberty they had in Christ and to take them from the true gospel to a false gospel.

Paul cannot believe that those who had come to Christ and the true gospel could ever desert that gospel and return back into the dos and don’ts of the law.  The word “another” can be used in two ways:  One-Way means another of a different kind, while the other use is another of the same kind.  Here Paul is saying he cannot believe that they have removed, literally deserted the true gospel for a gospel that is completely different, a gospel that really is not a gospel at all but rather a perversion of the gospel. Therefore, the believers in Galatians have turned from the true gospel to a false gospel. This word pervert means corrupt therefore these believers have turned to a corrupted gospel.  Now this is what we are on our guard for today, we must be on guard for a corruption of the gospel.  Everything I will be teaching you in the next few weeks is a corruption of the gospel and therefore we must be alert, aware and knowledgeable concerning this corruption. What Paul had he had been given personally by the revelation of Jesus Christ according to verse twelve and it is this that we must hold on to in these last days.  We must have, hold on to and remain solid in the revelation of Christ and not in anything that man would bring to us or to our church.

Before I pass from Galatians chapter one allow me to point out verse ten where we read: “for do I now seek to please men?  For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” In these last days we need to be careful of anyone who would preach in such a way as to please men. We are not to give messages that are for the pleasing of men but for the pleasing of Christ.  Today, all around us are men pleasers who give what the people desire, rather than what God desires.

Let us now turn to 2 Corinthians 11 that continues to reveal what you and I need to be on guard for in these times in which we live.

Paul makes it clear that he had a fear and that fear was that though he had brought them to Christ and Christ was to be the only one they were married to that some how Satan might do a work to remove them from this Christ and therefore pollute and corrupt their relationship with Him.  
V.3 “ But I fear, lest by any means as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty; so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”

Satan deceived Eve and Paul is afraid that he will deceive those he has brought to Christ through his craftiness and trickery thus causing believers to be corrupted in their minds from the simplicity of Christ.  How many there are in today’s world who believe and teach that the things of Christ are just to simple and foolish to believe and it is Satan who brings about this work.

V.4 “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” We need to be on guard today for any man who would come and preach another or rather a different Jesus than Paul preached, men who would cause us to receive a different spirit, or a different gospel than what we have received.  The sad part is this last phrase that reads: “ye might well bear with him.”  Meaning that you put up with him or bear him and his false presentation.  Is this not the tragedy of these last days we live in, men giving a different gospel, a different Jesus and a different spirit and believers putting up with their ministry and accepting it?  May God give us discernment and the strength to take our stand, to mark them out, to remove ourselves from their falseness, to remain solid in the true gospel that we have received and to continue to walk in the light of the Lord.
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