“James the practical Gospel”

J. W. Sims


There seems to be no question that the author of this book was none other than James the brother of Jesus. He is used to give to us one of the more practical gospel books in the New Testament, for the book of James is not about doctrine, but about living the life.

The key verse is in 1:22 “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.”

This book is not about listening; it is about living, not about hearing but about doing, not about knowing but about doing.  This book is the gospel in action, faith being seen, and moving rather than sitting.

This book has been considered the guidebook for everyday religion; it has been called “A practical guide to Christian life and conduct.” It has been referred to as the Proverbs of the New Testament.

In my preparation I found it interesting that Henrietta Mears stated that James spoke of God seventeen times but of Jesus only twice. Do you think that, that is because to him Jesus was his brother?  We must remember the significant thing was that Jesus was the Christ.

“Count it all joy” We are to use God’s arithmetic when it comes to trials, which means we are to count the way God counts – Count it all joy when you fall into trials. Why?  God always has a purpose for our trials and they will bring forth fruit, there will be light and we will learn patience, there will be growth.

The word fall used here means to fall into something that is all around, to be surrounded by trial.  Have you ever felt surrounded by trial?  I’ll bet you have, and that some of you even right now feel surrounded.

Basically, we Christians never count it joy when we are in a trial, but James says that that is what we are to do.  Our lives are in his control, we are His children and He knows exactly what He is doing in our lives.  Our natural tendency as Christians is to escape hardship and trial but James is telling us to consider it a joy.

“Knowing this”  “Consider this” That the testing of your faith worketh patience.  Christians today are always in a hurry, we cannot wait for anything, to wait means you have to allow God to work, that you have to allow God to lead and we want to lead, and we want to do God’s work for Him, therefore, He has to teach us patience, He has to teach us to depend upon Him rather than ourselves. We want everything right now, we want instant gratification but this is not God’s way, for our God moves slowly to bring forth His desire, after all, one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as if it is one day. God’s timing is always perfect, and we are always a head of God.

I don’t believe that any of us think of patience as being very important but in the eyes of God it is vital. Impatience gets us into trouble all the time because it causes us to move before God moves, to do God’s work and to depend upon self rather than upon God.

The idea of this patience also means: “Endurance” and “Longsuffering”

An individual who has learned patience is an individual who does not succumb to trial, who presses on and does not give up; when he comes through the trial he is far more than he was before.

V.4 “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”

When it comes to the trial we are going through we must not fight it but place it into the hands of the Lord so that He will be in control rather than the enemy. We must submit, we must trust, we must yield; we must allow the trial to do its perfect work.  Remember it is all a test of our faith, just as Abraham was tested when he was asked to offer up his son Isaac so you and I will have our faith tested.  Do you trust me?  Can you lean upon me now; even though there is such darkness in your life?  Can you trust me when you are confused?  When you are afraid?  When you are sick?

We are to count it all joy because there is a reason for our trial, there is a purpose and when it is done we will be entire, we will be complete, we will be mature, we will be found wanting nothing for all we need we will find in the Lord.

In fact when it is done we will have no lack – how many there are who feel they lack something today, but we must remember that we enjoy all the spiritual riches of Christ.

After expressing that we will have no lack, James then says in verse 5:

“If any of you lacks wisdom he should ask God who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  

If ever there was a verse taken out of context it certainly is this one, It is not meant to simply be pulled out and said that we can be given wisdom, even though that may be true, it however, means that when you and I are going through a trial and we do not understand why and we do not understand its purpose we should ask God for wisdom to help us know why we are going through this?  Is it from God? is it from the enemy? Is it from self? God will give to us wisdom to understand why. 

V.6 “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. V.7 for let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. V.8 A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.”

A wavering person is unreliable, he is up and down, he is this way and that way, and he is a double-minded man, a man who is not stable and therefore a man of doubt.  Please note, that it is this man that can be driven by the wind and tossed about.  How important this is for us today, the double-minded man, the unstable man is the man who can be driven by the wind. Does this not remind us of the “Purpose Driven Life?” A life that is driven by the falseness of a perverted gospel?  Satan is said to be the “Prince of the power of the air” that’s right and He is in the wind of falseness that is blowing against the church today. It is Satan that blows the wind of falseness against the church today. It is Satan that blows the wind that so easily drives men who are not solid in the Word, in Christ and who are without discernment.


Turn with me to Ephesians 4:11-14 to a passage that has just taught us that we have apostles, prophets, evangelists and teachers for bringing us into maturity and why is this?  “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and from and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” Here it is again, we need to be mature, because if we are not we may be blown or driven into every false wind of doctrine by the cunning craftiness of man and become deceived.  In these latter days we must be very careful, we must be mature in Christ, His Word and in the Holy Spirit for as time passes deception into falseness will be a reality.


Verse 9 begins to open for us an attitude that is a very odd view of life in our world, for it seems to give us an opposite view from what even Christians believe today. We have two types of individuals here, those that are poor and those that are rich.

“The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower.”

Those who are in a humble circumstance are the poor and they can take pride in their high position.  Isn’t that amazing?  No organization in the world exalts a poor person like the church. Christ has always loved, cared for and reached out to the poor individual.  It is said that poor people have a high position as far as God is concerned, something that is very contrary to the world’s attitude.

The rich however, should have pride in their low position, because after all they will pass away just as a wild flower passes away. They should not be proud of their wealth but they should be proud of their low position. Isn’t it amazing that scripturally and Biblically the poor are given a higher position and the rich are given a lower position? This is God’s way of bringing a unity and equality into the Church that would not ever be in the world.

V.11 “for the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.”

Wealth is never considered all that important to God the way it is to man and to the modern day church, for the sun and heat of this world can quickly wither away wealth as it can wither away a plant, and therefore it can cause a rich man to fade away as well, even while he is busy about his business.

It is okay to have money, but we must never make it our priority, we must never allow it to become our source of pride as it can so easily be withered away and us right along with it.  The scorching sun and the heat of life is always able to whither away our wealth and us along with it.

V.12 “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.” Learning patience, hanging in there and enduring the trial so that we stand the test will allow you and I to receive the crown of life that has been promised. So as we have previously learned, trials are for a purpose and that purpose can bring you and I to victory.


Now, if we are to properly understand what the Lord expresses to us in this first chapter of James we need to realize that two types of trials are being presented to us.  The trial we have just been looking at which can also be referred to as a temptation is always for the purpose of testing, and never for the purpose of causing the person to fall, the purpose of these trials are positive and for building us up. God and life itself can bring these kinds of trials for they are always for a good and positive purpose a purpose that will end in a blessing from God. 


Now however, we read verse 13-14 “When tempted, no one should say, God is tempting me, for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone, but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” Though God may allow the first trial in our life He will never bring this kind of trial in our life.  This kind of trial comes from the enemy, as well as from self, we cannot blame God for this kind of trial or temptation, for it never comes from Him it comes from the work of the enemy and from our own lust, God simply cannot be involved in this kind of trial or temptation.

It comes from our own evil desire that drags or draws us away and entices us to go in a wrong direction in a direction that will never bring fruit.  The purpose of this kind of trial or temptation is to cause the person to fall, to be shown as an evil person. This trial is as negative as the other trial was positive, and the first can often be directly from God while the second will never be, for it is always from the enemy who wants us to fall. These trials are always for a negative purpose to entangle us, to hinder us, to grieve us, and yes, even to destroy our ministry and us. They are from Satan, from this fleshy world and they are never from God.

V.15 “Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown gives birth to death.”

Once we are tempted and the old carnal fleshy nature of desire kicks in we can so easily sin and sin can bring death. We all know that the wages of sin is death, but do we also realize that each time sin is allowed to have its fulfillment it brings a type of death.  As the Lord’s children we long to give life, not death, but wherever there is sin there is an atmosphere of death.  So I believe we are just not talking about the wages of sin as death here, but also to the fact that if we have sin in our life it is producing death in us, in others and in our service for the Lord.

V.16 “Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers.  V.17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

Simply speaking, you may express that God will at times allow a trial in your life for the purpose of testing you, or for building you up and bringing you into maturity but God will never bring this kind of trial or temptation into your life, because He brings only every good and perfect gift.

V.18 “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.”

Let us here for a moment make perfectly clear that when it comes to salvation the Word of God is vital, and that is why as so many ministries are squeezing out the Word today we should have serious concern.  In many a ministry today we are giving less and less of the Word and more and more of entertainment.  We have fun things to do, and fun activities, we have plenty of music and very little Word and the end result will not be positive in regard to people being saved.

Spiritual birth comes through the Word of truth, for it must be preached, it must be accepted and it must be received into our life. Look also at verse 21 “humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.” Notice here again, how we are to humbly accept the word that has been planted into us, the word that can save us. When it comes to the Word of God it needs to be planted into our hearts, and in this way it is able to save us.  We love the Word because the Word has been planted into us.

Now before leaving this subject turn with me to I Peter 1:22 “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.”

Here again as clear as God can make it we have been saved we have been born again by the Word of God, the Word of God that will not perish, but endures forever. How vital it is that in every ministry there be given time, and study and preaching of the Word of God, it must always have first place in our ministries, for it is instrumental in salvation.

(Now I would like to say this as I have heard of individuals coming to faith without hearing the Word, seemingly becoming believers in God and in His Son, and then later connecting to the Word.  I do not pretend to understand this, for God is God and His thoughts are not my thoughts, and it does seem to be that at a later time their faith and complete salvation was clarified and confirmed through the work of the Word. I do believe that if certain people will accept and receive the light they have God will give to them additional light that brings them to himself).

Wonderful practical advice is given to us in verses 19 through 21 advice that we would all be well to apply to our lives. “Quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry” Is always able to make life easier for each of us no matter what the situation.  We generally are quick to speak and slow to listen, not to mention how quickly we become angry. No matter what anger does not bring about a righteous life that pleases God, and that is just the way it is. Along with this James says: We need to get rid of all moral filth and evil, and no matter who we are we each have some understanding as to what is moral filth and what is evil.


When it comes to the practical book of James it sets us straight when it comes to the Word of God.  When it comes to the Word it is not how much we know, but how much we apply to our lives.  Having a great deal of Biblical knowledge with little heart experience is very dangerous because it brings a false sense of security concerning our salvation.  What we need to pray for is greater spiritual experience and lesser head knowledge.  I do not mean that there is anything wrong with head knowledge I simply mean that head knowledge with out genuine spiritual heart experience is useless, and unfortunately most of us are pursuing the head knowledge rather than the heart experience.


V.22 “ Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. V.23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror V.24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”

Listening to and reading the Word without applying it to our lives is like seeing ourselves in a mirror and forgetting what we look like. The Word is for revelation, and when we read it and apply it, when we are given light we see clearly, we know ourselves and we know spiritual things. The Word is of course a living book and by it we see ourselves as we truly are, we see ourselves as sinners in need of a Savior.

V.25 “But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what the has heard, but doing it, he will be blessed in what he does.” Notice that we are to look intently at the Word, seriously giving it intense study and time so that it might reveal, so that we will not forget, not just listening to a sermon or reading a passage but then taking it and by God’s grace applying it to our lives.  The end result of this is that we will be blessed in what we do. The whole idea is that we hear, study and learn the Word so that we might be a doer of the Word.


To James, hearing the Word means applying the Word, and living the life.

We all know we do not always do well when it comes to applying the Word to our lives and doing that which is right and proper, but by God’s grace and the work of the Spirit we are to intently work at it.  James is the practical book and because it is it is about living the life and showing our faith by what we do and how we live.


As we are not to simply be hearers of the Word but a people who apply it to our lives now in chapter 2:14-26 it makes clear that we are not simply to be a people of faith but a people who reveal our faith by what we do.  It is wonderful to say that you have faith in Christ Jesus, but that faith in Christ is to be revealed by what we do.  He loves, He forgives, He cares, He helps, He gives, He lives the life, and as He lives the life so by His working in us we are to live the life as well.


V.14 “What good is it, my brother, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? V.15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.v.16 if one of you says to him, go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed, but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? V.17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” We of course, would say, put your money where your mouth is; you’re a man of faith then show us your faith by what you do. What good is a faith that produces no action?  It is a dead faith.


V.18      “But someone will say, you have faith;’ I have deeds.  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.

V.19 You believe that there is one God, Good! Even the demons believe that, and shudder.”  Having faith is not such a big deal, because even demons have faith.  You cannot show me your faith without deeds, but I can show you my faith by my deeds.


V.20 “You foolish man do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? V.21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what the did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? V.22 you see that his faith and his actions were working together and his faith was made complete by what he did.”

I suppose it is possible to be a person of faith who does not have deeds, but it just could not last for soon your faith would have to be seen by what you do, for as stated here, faith and actions work together to bring faith to completion, to fullness. Now of course works without faith is dead, but faith with works is complete.


V.23 “And the scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend. V.24 you see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” V.25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? V.26 As the body without the spirit is dead so faith without deeds is dead.”


Let us now look at these passages where James points out how we as Christians should behave in revealing our faith and in being doers of the Word.

V.26 “If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.
No doubt, whether we like it or not there is a parallel between being a person of faith and a person who knows how to control his tongue.  How often we forget this, and how often our tongues are expressing the condition of our hearts without us realizing it. In James 1:19 we were told to be slow to speak, and now we are being told that a truly religious person knows how to keep a tight rein on what he says.  We must remember that the Bible says:  “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” Luke 6:45. Whatever is in there will come out and the only way that people can really know us is by what we say. Since James has brought this up we will continue to look at this issue in chapter 3.


V.1“Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. V.2 We all stumble in many ways.  If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.”

Is it not interesting that the place James begins to discuss the problem of the tongue is with the teaching ministry?  We must be careful for teaching is such a responsibility and stumbling over right and proper words when it comes to ministry is very serious.  Everyone stumbles sometimes when it comes to what we say, if not that person would be perfect.


V.3 “When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. V.4 or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.”

How powerful is a bit in a horse’s mouth, how powerful is a rudder on a ship and how powerful is the tongue in a person who is out of control?  It takes such a small thing to cause a horse to obey, it takes such a small thing to steer a whole ship and it takes such a small thing to damage people and ministries. By our tongues we can turn others and ourselves into a whole different and wrong direction.


V.5” Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts.  Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. V.6 The tongue also is a fire; a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.” (Pro.16: 27; Matt. 15:10-11).

Small but boastful, small but loud, small but powerful in that it is able to boast and cause a great deal of difficulty. The tongue can easily with one little spark create a whole fire in our lives, in the lives of others and in an organization or ministry. It is referred to here as a world of evil, for certainly by our tongues even without thinking we can create an atmosphere of evil, and fire.  Tongues are able to bring pollution and corruption into relationships that are very destructive, and considered so serious that James says it is a fire from hell itself.  Therefore, when it comes to the tongue we must realize that the slip up, the misinterpretations, and even the intended nasty things we say are from hell itself and the enemy uses our tongues to create disunity, hurt and devastation.

V.7 “All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”

Often, when I have watched various programs concerning the taming of animals such as lions, tigers, elephants and even killer whales I am amazed at how obedient and talented they are.  Yet as remarkable as this is when it comes to a man’s tongue no man can tame it.  The tongue can be totally out of control, totally destructive and damaging so that it is able to bring forth death rather than life, it is able to tear down instead of build up. Proverbs 18:21 “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” The tongue can give life or it can give death, and as James says; it is restless, evil and full of deadly poison.  How damaging the tongue can be and how careful we must be to allow the Holy Spirit to guard our tongues because as the passage reads no man can tame it, that means, I cannot tame your tongue and you cannot tame my tongue, and neither of us can tame our own. The tongue is full of poison because it can make people sick of heart and mind, and by it can bring death, just as poison.

V.9 “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. “ Funny thing how we can be so sweet and spiritual toward God and so unkind and cursing toward men, it is not natural and it is not pleasing to God.

V.10 “ Out of the same mouth comes praise and cursing, my brothers, this should not be. V.11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? V.12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.”

Only man is unique when it comes to his mouth, for from his mouth can come praise and also from his mouth can come cursing, it is wrong and it is un-natural but it is the way it is, even contrary to nature.  For if fresh water is there only fresh water should flow, if you are a fig tree you give figs and if you are an olive tree you give olives, and if you are a grapevine you give grapes.  We know what to expect in the natural world, but when it comes from man you do not know what to expect, because sometimes you get sweetness, and sometimes you get bitterness. I suppose, when you really think about this passage the implication is that no matter if the words sound sweet, they really are not, because the nature of the person is not sweet, and if the words sound gentle they really are not because the nature is harsh, in other words, what we get is what is in the person’s heart, even if they seem sweet, we really get bitterness if bitterness is there, so we should not be deceived. 

We will now come to another important issue that James takes up in the first part of chapter 2.  As you will remember in Chapter one James mentioned the rich and the poor in verses 9-11, and now he will begin bringing this more intently into our fellowship life.  When it comes to spiritual things, when it comes to the church, there is no such thing as I am better then you.  All who are in the church are to be treated the same regardless of their financial status.  Poor or rich in the body of Christ makes no difference, for in God’s eyes it would seem that more often than not the poor are actually exalted to a higher level.  When it comes to service, position, authority, seating, voting, or opinion having more money buys you nothing in the church.

In spite of this, in the modern day church more often than not, it is those with the money that are often also given the greatest voice, and this should not be so.

Many a ministry can be controlled by those who give the most, and shepherds will not stand against them less the budget be hurt, hindered or collapsed.

So what James shares with us here is vital to the ministry of every local church, and every pastor who is given a position by the Lord has no business knowing the giving of any sheep in his ministry less it taint his work for God.

As we have seen, James continues to be very practical in regards to the basics of life.  The way we reveal our faith, by what we do, the way in which we use our tongues to either build up or tear down, to bless or curse, the way in which we treat those who are wealthy as opposed to those who are poor.

James continues to deal with this problem of those who are rich as we continue our study in Chapter 5.

He speaks directly to those who are rich and tells them to listen.  Now in this chapter it becomes clear that the problem is not simply wealth, it is not simply about a rich man, but rather is it about their attitude in regard to their riches and others. For the rich oppressors of men there will be a day of reckoning.

Weep and wail you rich men because of your misery that is coming upon you.

When you build your life around the riches of this world you weep and you shriek and you howl in agony when it begins to fade.  Misery is coming because your trust and comfort has been in your wealth and not in the Lord.  This misery speaks of wretchedness and it is not just one misery but is miseries. These men who are rich have trusted and rested in their luxury and indulged in anything they have desired.  Therefore, their time of misery is coming; God is going to deal with them.

“Their wealth is going to become rotten and moths will eat their clothes, and their gold and silver will be corroded.”

It is interesting to point out to you that the three areas that implied wealth in those days, was the fruit your land produced, the type of clothing you wore, and of course your silver and gold, and all three here are spoken of.

The wealth of your corn and grain will rot away, the moths will eat at your fine clothes, and the silver and gold you have will become corroded. Rotten fruit, moth eaten clothes, and a rusting coin will some day be the result of your wealth.

I think James wants all of to see that our riches that are eternal and forever are our riches that are found in Christ alone.

Now when we remember what James said about giving the rich man favoritism, and a high position we know why, because these type of rich men and their wealth was going to pass away and you cannot build an eternal ministry upon such worldly riches.

“Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire.”

I wish I knew all that this implied, but I do not, I can only see that what they once took so much pleasure in has now become a source of a burning fire in their bodies and these men are now eaten up in their flesh as by a fire. I guess to some people, riches can eventually consume their lives.

Why?

Well, these men hoarded their wealth, rather than sharing and giving out their wealth they stocked piled it, they accumulated it.  How many there are who have more than they need, more than they can ever use and yet try to gain more, like the man that wanted to tear down his barn and build a bigger barn, when he did not realize that tonight his life would be taken.

Not only did these men stockpile but also they obtained their wealth wrongfully because they did not pay the wages they owed to those who did the work and therefore these folks were crying out against them.  When you owe someone and do not pay them, and you are gaining riches because of it the Father hears their cries.

Thirdly, they were living in luxury and self-indulgence, How many rich people there are who are rich and living in luxury because they have cheated and stolen?

As a result: “You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter, you have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.” This innocent man here is likened to a righteous man, a man who is living right and doing what he should do, but has been condemned by the evil rich man.

Now I would like us to turn to chapter 3 verse13 to learn some more practical truth from the book of James.

V.13 “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”

No matter what we think about whether or not we are wise and full of understanding, this passage makes clear who the wise are, they are those who live a good life, who by deeds done in humility reveal their wisdom.  This sure is contrary to our world’s view, but correct concerning God’s.  If you are wise you live a good life, you do what is right, you do not cut down people by your words, you do not strike out at people, you simply work hard and reach out to those in need by your deeds.

V.14 “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.”

William Barclay believes that because of James use of wisdom and understanding he is talking about those who would be teachers and he says that those who would be teachers better be careful not to have bitter jealousy in their lives, nor selfish ambition that exalts self rather than the message you teach, neither should they be those who boast concerning their knowledge but should be truthful concerning all they do not know.

V.15 “Such wisdom does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. V.16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.” The kind of wisdom and understanding that is here being spoken of is a wisdom that does not come from God, it is not spiritual but it is earthy, it is soulish and therefore it breeds jealousy, pride and arrogance; its end result is disorder in the lives of people and if it comes into the church it is devastating. 

V.17 “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”

Please note, that true wisdom is from above and never from below. The wisdom spoken of here is not man’s wisdom, it is not the wisdom of this world, but it is wisdom of God from God.  First off this wisdom is pure, it is not mixed or clouded by any preconceived ideas for it is from God. This wisdom from God is peaceable, a peace loving wisdom that is considerate, a wisdom that is better than justice, Barclay says we do not have a word that really expresses this word, but that it is a “sweet reasonableness” and yes, is something that can only come from the grace of God in our lives. This idea of being submissive probably means a willingness to listen, a willingness to be persuaded, and a willingness to be pliable when it comes to a particular situation. Finally, God’s wisdom is always full of mercy, good fruit, impartial concerning what happened and sincere of heart.

But we must remember, that all of this comes from God, it is perfect and only by His work in our lives will we be able to see it from day to day living.

Finally, V.18 “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”

O! How we need peacemakers, how I wish I were a peacemaker, I used to think I was, but I have learned I have no ability whatsoever to bring peace between individuals and myself. Where there is disharmony and disunity there can be no genuine fruit, no spiritual harvest and that is why we need peacemakers, peacemakers who are filled by His Spirit for this important work. 


We now come to chapter 4 in our lesson and more often than not we see this passage as a passage that speaks of wars between nations.  James however, is speaking of how these things can take place in our daily lives.  These things can take place in our lives, between family members, between co-workers, and yes between fellow Christians within the church.


We are dealing with feuds, fusses, disagreements, arguments, fights and battles, situations that become so intense they can be like a war.  The whole situation is a result of our desires; we desire a certain thing and if we do not get it, we try to get it any way we can.  We are fleshy people and because we are there are just certain things we want: money, pleasure, power, possessions, and sometimes just our own way.  It can be a battle within and a battle without.  In order to try to get what we want we are willing to fight, argue, quarrel and battle others.  We will even covet what others have and kill to get it.  James tells us why we do not get what we want:

1. You do not ask God for it. You do not pray and bring the situation to God for His help.

2. When you do ask you do not receive because you ask with wrong and impure motives.  You ask simply so what you receive can be used for your own personal pleasure.

Here is the problem with these kinds of people:  They are adulterous.  Not in the physical sense, but in the spiritual sense.  They are adulterous because they have become friends with the world rather than friends with God. As the passage reads: to be a friend of the world is to have a hatred for God, it is to become an enemy of God.  I John 2:15 should be carefully read in light of this subject. These verses should cause each of us serious concern for so many of us today are so attached, entwined, entangles and in love with this world.

Sure I know we must live in this world and enjoy what it offers us, but the world that is being spoken of here is the worldly system that is being controlled and directed by Satan, it is this world that we must not become friendly with.

V.5 “The spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely.”

Basically the implication is that our God is a jealous God.  We have just learned to love the world is to hat God, to be God’s enemy and now we know why, our God is a jealous God and wants us for Himself, the very Spirit within wants us for His own, and is not willing to share us with this world else we will be involved with spiritual adultery.


Do you want to know God and His presence?  Well, we must realize that God opposes, resists, literally is against those who are proud, that is those who think they are better than others and who lift themselves up against God.

V.7 “Submit yourselves then to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” We as the Lord’s children are to submit to Him, to humbly yield ourselves to His will, to be willing to place ourselves under His authority.

While we yield to Him we are to resist the devil, which means that we are to take a stand against him, something that we can only do by the work of His Spirit within us.  How we have to learn not to submit to the direction and tempting of the enemy, as we learn how to submit and not resist or Heavenly Father.  Sometimes we get these two mixed and confused.

V.8 “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners and purify your hearts you double minded. “

Washing our hands is an outward work of cleansing, it means that you and I should be careful how we live and walk in this world.  Many today have unclean hands and because of it their fellowship with the Lord is disrupted and their service is unclean and unacceptable.  Not only must we be careful concerning our outward walk, but also must our inward life be clean and therefore we must purify our hearts through the shed blood of Christ.  It is this work that will assist us in coming near to God and His coming near to us.

This word draw nigh to God literally implies a cleaving to the Lord, for only by our cleaving to Him are we able to have clean hands and a pure heart.

Notice this term double-minded because it is speaking of a man who is divided between God and this world, something that the whole passage is dealing with since we are not to have friendship with the World, but rather friendship with the Lord.

Now it becomes clear what he wants these individuals in James to do, he does not want them to be happy, he wants them to have become so grieved over their sins that they grieve, they mourn and they wail, that their laughter would change into mourning and their joy into gloom.

It is not that James does not want the children of the Lord to be happy, because he does, but there is a time when we should be so faced with our sin that we grieve, mourn, wail, and are in serious gloom, until we cry out for His forgiveness and cleansing. James wants them to take their situation seriously stop their laughing and begin to be gloomy over their sins.

Therefore, he goes on to say in verse 10 “humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”


From this passage he again turns to some very practical stuff as to how we are to handle our relationships with people.

V.11 “Brothers, do no slander one another.  Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it.  When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. V.12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, the one who is able to save and destroy.  But you, who are you to judge your neighbor?”
It is a simple passage here and yet one that is not often applied, even within the church:  We are not to speak against one another period.  Speaking against brothers and sisters in the body of Christ is simply wrong.  To speak against a brother in the Lord and to judge him is to not be a doer of the law but a judger of the law and you and I have no right to do so according to James.


When it comes to our lives as Christians we have no right to declare what we are going to do.  As Christians who have been bought with a price, it is not our right nor our freedom to decide and plan what we are going to do, this right belongs to our Father, not us.  How often over the years I have grieved over many of the Lord’s children as I watch them plan their life and make their own decisions, decisions that often place them into situations that takes years to recover from if they ever recover from.

God gives to you and I freedom in Christ and because He does there are many decisions we can make on our own, but we need to realize that knowing and bending to His will is always the best for our lives.  When it comes to what we do with our bodies, I Corinthians 6:19-20 reads: “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price, therefore honor God with your body.”


This is what we are learning in chapter four 13-16 and it is a truth that should make an important impact in our lives.

V.13 “Now listen, you who say tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money. V.14 why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”

As James asked the rich men to listen in chapter 5 here in chapter 4 he asks those who plan their own lives based upon gaining money to also listen.

You who say you know the Lord should not be planning your life out into the future, especially when you are planning it just to gain money. As Christians we do not even know what the next day will bring, so how can we know what the next year will bring, shame on us, let us learn to take one day at a time led by the Spirit of God.  Think about it?  Your life is nothing more than a vapor a mist that can so easily and quickly pass therefore to place so much emphasis on gaining more in this life, simply makes no sense.

V.15 “Instead, you ought to say, If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” What James wants us to realize is that we are not to plan our lives without God’s will being in them, we must turn everything over unto the Lord so that we will only do that which is according to His will. Not my will, but His be done is how we are to live our lives.

V.16 “As it is you boast and brag.  All such boasting is evil.” They boast and brag because they literally believe their future is in their hands, and James wants us to see that our future cannot be so simply planned out, even if we are Christians and we simply do not know what is coming.  We must trust in the Lord concerning our future, not in ourselves.

V.17 “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” We know what is good and we know what is bad, we know as Christians we have no right to sit down and plan our lives, we must give our lives over unto Him.


Now we turn to chapter 5 where James encourages us to be patient, something we do not often see in this world of ours. We need to realize that this early church was every moment looking for the return of Christ, they expected Him not just in their lifetime but they expected Him today.  Therefore, James says in verse 7 of chapter 5 “Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.”

These folks were in ready anticipation of the Lord’s coming and were perhaps so enthusiastic that they were not carrying on the basics of life. Remember what had gone on in verse 16 the problems of the way in which the rich were holding them down and not giving to them, well, the Lord is coming, judgment is coming and you should therefore be patient.

“See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.”  

Life is full of waiting, and being patient while you wait, Look at the farmer as he has to patiently wait for the rain to come so that he might have crops, so we too must wait. V.9 “Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged.  The judge is standing at the door.” Grumbling while you are waiting shows you are not patient, so wait without grumbling as judgment is on the way, the judge is even standing at the door. This word grumble is the word murmur, such as was seen in the wilderness from the Israelites. Ours is not to judge, ours is not to grumble against our brothers and sisters, because the judge will take care of that.  Don’t grumble, but stand firm, don’t give up, take your stand and press on.

James then gives to us some examples of folks to keep our thoughts on and how they persevered and did not give up.

V.12 “ Above all, my brothers, do not swear, not by heaven or earth or by anything else. Let your yes be yes, and your no, no, or you will be condemned.”

It is good not to swear that you will do something, because if you swear you will do it, but do not you will be condemned.

How often we hear Christians say they will do this or that, or they will see us at a certain time, but then do not follow through, this is not good, we must let our yes be yes and our no be no, in other words do what we say we are going to do.


When we come to verses 13 through 16 William Barclay says we learn three things that must always be a part of the Church.  We see praying, we see singing, and we see healing.

V.13 “ Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.  V.14 is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.V.15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.”

We have all heard the phrase trouble is my middle name, and Church is the place for troubled people.  What do we do when we are in trouble? We pray that is what we do.  Perhaps sometimes if we are not people who pray the Lord allows a little trouble so that we will.

Secondly, when you are happy sing, there are so many people who just do not sing, but do you realize that singing is necessary and important, when your happy in your spirit sing, for it is an expression of joy. Notice please that these songs are songs of praise, for when you are joyful it is a joy from the Lord and by your singing you give to Him praise.

When you are sick you are to call upon the elders of the church to pray for you and to anoint you with oil in the name of the Lord.  We will not dwell that much on healing here, but we need to realize the value of men in spiritual positions praying for us when we are ill. We need to realize as the passage goes on that perhaps the reason for the illness, and the reason to call upon the elders in this case is because there is sin.  “If he has sinned then he will be forgiven.”

This does not mean that every time we are ill we have sinned, but it does indicate that there are times when illness is the result of sin, and the possibility of healing and forgiveness go together. Not only is the prayer from the elders important but also confession of our sins to each other and praying for each other can also be important as they can bring healing.

V.16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.” In the church today we do not often properly practice this, as we are afraid to confess our sins to others, not knowing whether they will criticize us, tell others about us, or have a changed attitude toward us.  Sad is it not that even in the Body we can have no confidence in confessing and finding love, support and prayer? Perhaps this is no doubt one of the reasons there is so much illness in the church today: physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.

V.17 “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”

O how we need righteous men who can powerfully and effectively pray for us when we are in need.

V.19 “My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, V.20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.”

How relevant this is for our day and age, a day when the last days falling away from truth has begun. If ever there was a time to apply this verse to our lives and ministry it is today.  There are people of faith who are wandering and straying away from the truth, from the simplicity of the gospel and they do not even seem to realize it, and if you try to point it out to them, you will come under ridicule from man and from the enemy. If however, by God’s grace and working you are able to turn this straying sinner from the error of his way you will save him from death. You will be able to save him from spiritual death, as well as a pre-mature physical death and not only that but you also will cover a multitude of sins.  It has been interesting to note how many Bible teachers believe this implies that if you are successful in this turning them back you will cover sins for yourself.  The Word of God never teaches such a thing, for only the shed blood of Christ covers and eliminates our sins. No, what this passage means is not only will you keep this individual from death, but you also will assist him in covering his sins. If he walks the right path there will be no sins that even have to be covered.  Another thought might be that when we assist these brothers, we our selves will cover their sins, by that I mean we will not openly share their sins with others but rather work to cover them knowing they are washed by the blood of Christ.

PAGE  
17

