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Who can understand God?  How He simply always was and always will be?  Who can understand why God would want to create a man?  Why He would want that man to be a perfect reflection of all that He was?  But God did want just that, He wanted a man who was like Him so that He could fellowship, love, use and guide him.


In Genesis 1:26 “Then God said; let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 26 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”

There it is as simple as that, He did not ask us to understand it, He just told us how it all happened.  God created man and the word create means something from nothing, when He did this He created a man who was in His image. 

Everything that God was would now also be seen in man for man was a reflection of God.  To look at Adam and Eve was to also have a glimpse of God.  Who can imagine how beautiful and wonderful the first created couple were, for they were the perfection of God, and while in the garden all that God was could be seen in man.  How can we comprehend all that this would mean?  Man was emotionally, intellectually, spiritually like God, man was everything a man could ever want to be for he was perfect and he lived in a perfect world.


It of course would be wonderful to tell you that man was still that way, but we know it is not true.  Many still preach that man is in the image of God, but this cannot possibly be true, how can we look at men today and believe they are a reflection of God?  No my friend, man is no longer the image of God, for a time in the garden he was, for a time to look upon Adam and Eve was to gain a glimpse of God, but after the fall the image of God that man was to display had gone for man had become a fallen creation and when that happened he could no longer reveal all that God was, we could no longer see God in man. Man immediately became a reflection of himself, sin and perhaps even of the enemy, but no longer was he a reflection of God.  The sad part about this was that he passed this new fallen image down to his children and to all the other generations that would come after him for we read in Genesis 5:3 “And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.”  How sad this is for it makes clear that Adam who had lost the image of God passed his own image on to us Son and not the image of God.  So the image of God has been lost, it cannot be seen in man.


Yes the image of God in man has been lost but God did not give up, for God wanted the created world to have an image of Himself where all He was could be seen and known. How would He do it?  What would now be His plan, since it has been so ruined by man?  We of course know what His plan was, for it was that His image that could not be seen in man would now be seen in His Son.

Let us look at some passages of scripture that declare this very truth.

Hebrews 1:3 “God hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son. Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person.”

Here it is so clear that Christ the Son became the express image of the Father as well as the brightness of His glory.  Therefore, though we begin to see that it was originally man’s job to express God we now see that God used His Son Christ to recover and do the job we did not do. Colossians 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” There it is again, Christ is the image of the invisible God, so if you want to truly see and know God you cannot look at man but you must look at Christ. In John 14:9 Christ said to Phillip “He who has seen me has seen the father.”  So there you are again, to see Christ is to see the Father.


This now brings us to the richest part of this lesson and to a work of God that is beyond our understanding, a work of God that reveals His love, compassion and desire for man to be everything He wanted him to be. When I first grasped this truth it changed my life from struggling to do everything I thought a Christian ought to do to simply yielding and allowing the Lord to do everything through me, therefore, if anyone ever receives any glimpse of the Lord it will not be because of me but only because of Christ within me.


Since we failed God in the garden and never displayed His image but for a few hours or day, God still wanted an image, one who would faithfully display the image of all He was, fortunately that was done by His Son, and His Son has never fallen short, for He has always perfectly displayed His Father.  But, because of the grace of God all that is in Christ when He is allowed to flow through me can be seen and thus the image of God is now once again restored in me, never because of me or what I am but always because of all that Christ is.

It is a blessed plan of God and we can back it up with the Bible.


Turn with me to I Corinthians 15:45-49  “And so it is written, the first man Adam became a living being.  The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  However, the spiritual is not first but natural, and afterward the spiritual.  The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second man is the Lord from heaven.  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are heavenly.  And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly man.”

How easily this passage can be overlooked as it compares man with Christ.  You see, first came man, a man who was a living being, a man who was earthy, made from the dust.  The second man who came was Christ and He was not earthy but He was spiritual.  That passage makes it clear that as you and I being born as men have borne the image of the earthly so we will also bear the image of the spiritual.  This is a very spiritual thing that should be taking place in our lives as we grow in the Lord, we actually are to come to the place where we give forth more of the spiritual and heavenly than we do the earthy and the worldly.  If God does not bring about this work in us we certainly will never do it.


Romans 8:28-29 when we read it in connection with our study makes more sense that ever before. “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”

God’s purpose has never been to make you and I greater, or more perfect, He is not in the business of making me stronger, more exalted and dynamic it has been His purpose to use everything in my life to conform me into the image of His Son.  In this way people will not see more of Jerry Sims but more of His Son Jesus Christ.  He does not want people to see me, He wants people to see His Son in me, and He wants the image of everything He is to be seen through His Son who lives in me.  Now when we experience all the difficulties, pains, trials and problems in life we realize that God is just working in the midst of it all to form His Son in me that He will be seen rather than me.


Please note what Paul said in Galatians 4:19 “My little children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you.” The whole purpose of Paul’s ministry is not to strengthen and mature people, it is to so work with them that everything that Christ is will be formed in them so that people will see Christ, so that the image of God that was lost in us in the garden could now be recovered not by us, but by His blessed Son. What a blessed plan and purpose of God that now His blessed image would be seen in His Son who lives in me.


I will close with 2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” This is the purpose of God in the lives of all who have become His children, that as the experiences come and go as the years run quickly by they will be changed into the image of Christ so that everything that was lost by the fall in the garden will finally be restored to us and to God through His Son Jesus Christ. Thus as John said in his gospel, “I must decrease but He must increase.” Therefore, step-by-step bad experience by bad experience we become less and less but Christ within us becomes more and more.


Now all of His who are His children can learn to rest and receive all that Christ is.  When can stop our struggling to live the Christian life and be the perfect little Christian in order to display the image of God.  Now we can simply recognize the value of Christ and allow Him to shine throughout our lives.  No wonder we give Him thanks and rest in Him.

